


In the spring of 2004, my wife and |
emigrated from China to Canada.
Before our immigration, we both
worked for the China Development
Department based in Beijing of the
Salvation Army Hong Kong and Macau
Command.

As with other immigrants, after the
sweet but short excitement of coming
to a new, promising land, we began to
struggle with adapting

ourselves to the Canadian

way of living: taking ESL,

the frustration with

credential recognition,

trying to find meaningful
employment, and culture

shock in a foreign place.

However, during the bitter-and-sweet
integration period, we were welcomed
and helped by our corps (churches)
such as Brampton Citadel, Agincourt
Temple, and Scarborough Citadel. Our
burgeoning faith in Jesus grew on a
very solid foundation--our community
service outreach. Although we had
lived in a secular, fast-paced,

%

economically booming China for over
30 years, we are so grateful that we
eventually found a new spiritual home
and personal rebirth.

At present, | work for the Salvation
Army Immigrant and Refugee

Services as a program researcher. My
wife, Vivien Meng, volunteers at

National Recycling Operations at

Territorial Headquarters. As well as my
fulltime job with its responsibility to
raise funds sand develop programs for
Immigrant and Refugee Services, | also
participate in the Multicultural Forum

at Divisional Headquarters. My role of
is to bring a newcomer's voice to the
panel.
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We recently shared with our officers
(pastors) that if there exists any succe
in our career advancement in Toronto
and more importantly in the
establishment of a shared vision in our
Christian belief, it is through the
graceful blessings and love of the Lord
experienced through the Army's
missions and services. Now we
continue to serve the Lord through the
Army and help other newcomers
achieve excellence in their journey of
life-reinventing.
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The Salvation Army
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The Salvation Army
Canada and Bermuda Territory

Mission Statement

The Salvation Army exists to share the love of Jesus Christ, meet
human needs and be a transforming influence in the communities of

our world.

The Salvation Army
Ontario Central Division
Immigrant and Refugee Services
Mission Statement

We are dedicated to:

Supporting immigrants and refugees in their journey toward full
participation in Canadian society.

Advocating for newcomers to live in an inclusive community that
is enriched by cultural diversity

Serving all newcomers with the unconditional love and compas-
sion of Jesus Christ.
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